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Vehicle for Change hits the road against 
youth homelessness 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

  

 
 

  

 



Many people may not realize that youth homelessness is a serious issue in 
Fairfield County. For the young people who experience it however, the problem is 
very real. Take Eliza, who now uses her lived experience to educate others and 
drive meaningful changes in the homeless system. She is part of an initiative that 
puts a Vehicle for Change on the road to help other homeless youth. “Some youth 
don’t identify as homeless when they are bouncing around from place to place. 
They may be scared to ask for help because they have had negative experiences 
or because service systems can be scary or hard to understand. This program 
would have helped me when I had no place of my own.” 
 
On Monday, April 22nd, Vehicle for Change will begin transforming the way young 
adults are identified and engaged so they can receive needed services to avert the 
catastrophic effects of homelessness. Vehicle for Change - a youth outreach van, 
was made possible through Impact Fairfield County, a women’s only giving circle 
that allows organizations to “dream big” in providing high-impact grants that 
reach under-served populations. 
 
In “dreaming big” a proposal was submitted to Impact Fairfield County last year 
with input from Youth to Lead Change (Y-TLC), a youth advisory board which Eliza 
is a part of that gives a voice to young people experiencing homelessness. Y-TLC 
determined an outreach van would be able to meet youth where they are and 
remove barriers to services by creating a visible, consistent presence in the 
community and empowering youth to explore their options. Eliza, now 23, 
says “The big issue for unstable youth is they feel alone and invisible. The van 
allows other young people to share information. It’s a van of hope for young 
people, a safe place for them.” 
 
Increasing and enhancing collaboration with cross-sector providers is another goal 
for Vehicle of Change that include community colleges, youth employment 
programs and health centers. The annual goal is to outreach and engage 100 
unstably housed and homeless youth who will be provided trauma-informed, 
culturally and age appropriate interventions. The outreach van will serve a host of 
needed services essential for engaging youth such as basic need survival items- 
food, water, clothing, hygiene products etc. Education and prevention information 
on HIV testing, pregnancy testing, human trafficking will also be provided.   
 
“We are so excited to see our investment in motion and at work truly changing 
people’s lives” said Wendy Block, Impact Fairfield County Co-President.  “Impact 
is proud to be addressing another unmet need in Fairfield County.” 
 
The application was submitted by Supportive Housing Works, a nonprofit 
advancing a collective impact approach in Fairfield County to end all forms of 
homelessness. “Outreach to homeless youth known as an “invisible population” 
has been a huge challenge;” stated David Rich, Executive Director of Supportive 
Housing Works. “By effectively engaging homeless youth, the goal of ending 
youth homelessness by 2020 in Fairfield County will be realized.” 
 
Vehicle for Change is a partnership with GBAPP, an agency that has been 
providing services in the greater Bridgeport area and surround communities for 



over 35 years. GBAPP will own the van and will work collaboratively with Opening 
Doors Fairfield County (ODFC) to deliver needed services. 
 
“The first and most important step in helping at-risk and homeless youth is 
outreach; this specialized van will improve our efforts to provide much needed 
emergency relief and will serve as a mobile command post for point-of-entry into 
the network of social services” stated Virginia Hanrahan, Executive Director of 
GBAPP. “We are proud to serve as lead agency in this innovative program in 
partnership with Supportive Housing Works and the collective work of ODFC.” 
 
In Fairfield County, based on the 2018 CT Youth Count, there were 1,032 
homeless and unstably housed youth and young adults under the age of 
25. Among them, 288 were literally homeless, meaning they are staying on the 
street or in shelter without any adult support.  
 
Event time: 2:30 pm 
Event Place: Supportive Housing Works, 815 Main Street, Bridgeport, 
CT 06604 

 

 
  

  

 

About Opening Doors Fairfield County:  
 

Opening Doors Fairfield County works to prevent and end homelessness in Fairfield County by 
coordinating 150 stakeholders in strategies of advocacy, prevention, housing, employment, and 
social services to ensure that all citizens in the region have access to safe, affordable housing. 

For more information, visit www.openingdoorsfc.org. 
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