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Opening Doors Fairfield County Recognized with Top Score, 
Financial Award 

 

Norwalk, Conn. – Opening Doors Fairfield County, the regional movement of more than 150 
organizations working to end homelessness in southwestern Connecticut, has been recognized as 
one of the top Continua of Care in the country for people experiencing homelessness.  

Each year, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development awards federal funding based 
on a points system. This competitive process distributed approximately $2.1 billion for FY 2019 and 
aims to ensure those funds are given to projects that effectively meet community needs and 
maximize resources to end homelessness for veterans, chronically homeless individuals, families, and 
youth. On the 200-point scale used by HUD for this analysis, the top score in the country was 190. 
ODFC scored 189.7 points, making the organization one of the best in the country. 

ODFC has been awarded just over $13 million for FY 2019 from HUD, which includes more than 
$1 million in new funding which will be directed specifically to permanently house families and 
individuals experiencing chronic homelessness, and to safely house survivors of domestic violence. 

“Despite being home to some of the wealthiest communities in the country, homelessness is a reality 
for many residents. This award is recognition of the successes we have made in our communities, 
and this crucial funding will help us continue to strive toward ensuring every resident has a home,” 
said Pamela Ralston, Director of ODFC.  

ODFC’s notable track record, which resulted in this impressive score, includes: 

• Reducing chronic homelessness by 53% 
• Reducing family homelessness by 13% 
• Increasing permanent supportive housing beds dedicated to chronic homeless individuals by 

47% 
• Increasing rapid rehousing beds for all households by 55% since 2016 

 

Opening Doors Fairfield County works to prevent and end homelessness in Fairfield County by coordinating 150 
stakeholders in strategies of advocacy, prevention, housing, employment, and social services to ensure that all citizens in the 
region have access to safe, affordable housing. 

 

 


